Migraine pathophysiology.
SUMMARY Our understanding of migraine pathophysiology is a work in progress, largely because of the absence of any identifiable cephalic pathology. There are currently two main theories on the genesis of migraine pain. One hypothesizes that the origin is in the periphery, requiring the activation of primary afferent nociceptive neurons that innervate cephalic tissue. The other theorizes that the origin of migraine pain is in the CNS, as a result of abnormal processing of sensory signals, rather than the activation of nociceptors. After briefly reviewing the clinical presentation and diagnosis of migraine, this article focuses on explaining the traditional and current theories of migraine pathogenesis.